
OLD TRAPPERS LODGE 
MOTELS, APTS., ROOMS, HOUSES 

10340 Kes~ick Street 
Sun. Valley, CA. 91352 

Phone 818-767-1011 

Enclosed is some information about a Southern 
California artist named John Ehn, whose works have been 
honored· by the California State Office o'f Historical 
Preservation as State Landmark #939. 

Mr. Ehn died in 19Sl and the family is being forced 
to divest themselves of a tract of land~ in Sun Valley, 
which includes the Landmark. The family would like the 
collection rif works to be held together and ~vailable to 
the public. They would like to donate the sculpture, 
artifacts, and boothill to an estab(ished and ~table 
institution to insure their fathers efforts are se~n by 
a large amount of people in a safe and sympathetic 
enviroment. 

John was a professional trapper and the theme of his 
works is the Old West-A theme which we felt would be of 
interest to the public visiting your facilities. The family 
believes a relationship between them and you would be bf 
mutual beneJ;it. Simply put, they hope you will have an 
interest in displaying Mr: Ehn's work as an attraction and 
therefore sav~ a Historic Landmark, Keeping it in California 
and making their fathers vision available to the pdblic; In 
the short range you would receive immediate national publicity· 
for.saving a major work of art and. a State Landmark from • 
destruction, In the long range you would' have a pdpiilar'~tt­
raction that would need only minimal upkeep and you would 
receive continued notice a.s the home· of this enviroment. T·he· 
Landmark plaque and status is transferrable. 

The sculpture itself is acknowledged as a masterwork of. its 
genre and. the site is highlighted in the current issue of The 
Clarion, the magazine of the Museum of American Folk Art 
in New York. 



SPACES 1804 No. V:an Ness Los Angeles, CA 90028 (213)463-1629 

JOHN EHN'S OLD TRAPPERS LODGE 

CALIFORNIA STATE LANDMARK# 939 

Hi story-Description 
In 1941, John Ehn moved his family to California, where he acquired 

some land at the edge of the Burbank Airport and built a motel. In 1951 he 
started the construction of "Boot Hill Cemetery" a fantasy of life in the old 
West, in front of the motel. The project expanded with additions of \11estern 
artifacts and assemblage in different areas of the property. In 1981 the s1~~ 
was declared by the California State Office of Historic Preservetion, es 
California State Lendmark #939 under en omnibus nomination, "20th Centur;,; 
Folk Art Environments in Californie." 

The site consists of 3 distinct arees ... 

1. Boot Hi 11 - an epproximate 38' x 45' area which consists of 20 
reinforced concrete sculptures of various size the tallest of which is 
approximately 14' tall and 45 wooden or stone "tombstones." 

2. \i-lestern artifacts, tools, animals, e 20'3" Jong by 2'4" high concrete 
wall w/ bas relief portraits, plus tableaux, and more cover tt1e face of the 
two story office building end en adjacent area. 

3. Office Interior - a series of 24 "memory boards" the biggest oi \·vh:c:·, 
is 3' x 4', an animal pelt, 12 small portrait sculptures, peintings, end frerned 
photographs. 

Most of the outdoor pieces on.the site were recently restored. Some oi 
the tombstones were refurbished the early pert of this year. Mini me I 
meintenance is needed on other outdoor artifacts. All indoor assemblage enc 
artifacts ere in good condition. 

The Landmark sits on 2 Jots within the 2.6 acre site. 

Mr. Ehns· work hes appeared in museum exhibits and was shown at the 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the Oakland Museum, the Triton Museum 
end hes appeared in books and numerous magazine and newspaper erticle.s end 
on te 1 evi si on. 



t>t"'#\.\...t.t> lt>U"t "o. Yan ftl'S:S: Los: AngelPs:, l,;A ~UULH ~Zl.5}463-1629 

Because of inheritance taxes and the expansion of the Burbank airport, 
the family of John Ehn is forced to divest themselves of 2.6 acres oi land 
which includes the California State Landmark #939, "Old Trappers Lodge." 
The Family wishes that the dreams and vision of their fether be kept in the 
public eye. Shy of finding a buyer who will allow the family to maintain the 
art work in-situ the family wishes ... 

To find a new home for the outdoor sections of the environment in toto, 
as close as possible in location to the original site. 

A. Boot Hill. 

B. Outdoor artifacts. 

The family is willing to donate the works of art to an institution i: thay 
\'Y"ill guarantee proper and annual maintenance of the art "Narks. The indocr 
pieces will be retained by the family and will form the nucleus of an 
exhibition directed toward art museums. The family will pay for tt·;e m0\·c. 

Enclosed is a site plan along with articles on the landmark from the Los 
Angeles Times, 

Contact person at Old Trappers Lodge is one of John Ehn's daughters ... 

Rosemarie Farish 
01 d Treppers Lodge 
10340 Keswick 
Sun Valley, CA 91352 
(818)767-1011 



A 

B 
c 
D 
E 

F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 

M 
N 
0 
p 
a 
R 
s 
T 
u 
v 
w 
x 
y 

John Ehn's Boothill 

~F GG 
Q 

/41 p 

I s /40 
/39 

lq\ ~ 
838 \ 37 

\ 0 
36\ cm , !w I~ 28'~ 

/u ~ rn,~ 32\ 251 26 
x 31\ K 

143 . 30\ . . 
I« . 29\ o.J 
145 2225 24 <l I 

4_,~ 
t-===--r---,- 5 9 10 11 F /::-1 B 8 -- , c::J 

LJ 3 08~2 
,, /2 

211 120 

.I'?\ ...... 
\..:.) 14 

151 16' ~ 

SCULPTURES z John Ehn - Bronze 
Old Trapper John Ehn, AA Crazy Snake 
Pioneer Hunter BB Trailer & Displays 
Mister Boney cc Fence of Faces 
The Fight DD Hanging Tree 
Kidnap EE Display Case 
Memorial to Mrs. John Ehn Sr. 
And Mrs. John Ehn Jr., Pioneer 

SIGNS 
Mothers Sculpted by Old Trapper 

FF Trappe~s Sign Post 
Iron Foot Eva 

GG Bink the Barber 
Sweet Lorraine 
Lovely Louise 
Daughter Clementine TOMBSTONES 
Miner 49'er 1 Butch 
2 Gun Rosie 2 Willie the Weasel 
Historical Landmark Plaque 3 Rock Art 
John Ehn - Sell·Portralt #1 4 Woll Wagner 
Turtle - "Texas Bed Bug" 5 Bill Boozer 
Big Foot Brown 6 Roi-gut RllerlDeadbeat Dan 

lodge 

Baby Rattlers 7 Tiger O'ToolelNo Job Jensen 
Pontiac Spring 8 Diamond. Dick 
Turtle #2 9 Red Finn 
"Gundy Shoots" Gunsmith 10 Sad Sadie/No Air Nelly 
Saddle Rail 11 Able Crook 
Totem Pole 12 . Grouch McGraw 
lonesome George 13 Stella Steele/Hard Luck Hank 
John Ehn - #2 14 Eagle Eye Eagan 
Tools 15 Bill Butcher 
Display Case 16 Uriah Stiff 

z AA 

cc 
BB 

17 The Cryin Giant 
18 Peg-Leg Liiy Larson 
19 Judge Hiram Blood 
20 Sweet Ceila 
21 Painless Pelky/Dude Dillion 
22 Dead-Eye Dillion 
23 Killer Carson 
24 Siu-Foot Sue 
25 Pearl of Pawnee 
26 Trapper Joe 
27 Cold Deck Cogan 
28 Cut Rate Kate 
29 Little Nell/Airless Alex 
30 Flash Fergusen/Big Nose Neil 
31 Harry Hoffman/Last Word Willie 
32 Frank Jori:lan 
33 "Old Trapper's" Route 
34 Unknown·Halfwlt 
35 Gabby McGee 
36 Dancing Volcano. 
37 Badwaler Bill 38 Big Foot Brown 
39 Caitle King Kelly 
40 Foxey Fenner 
41 Moon Flower 
42 Goon Galaney 
43 Loverboy Roy 
44 Lester Moore 
45 Buckshot Bailey 
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A &le/.. ~.ll{f O.J Jchn. and l?oA1J Ehn 

Th:.efep.ad~ c/. ~a/uu. wUL gf! .f.c 111CfUJ. people. F~ ct f'lcuuj. and Jchn., 
· . ~~ i .s W.t!uvr. and ii4fµ,-.LJi.,.~,· f'lcW;' 4 .M..s.teM Gn.d ~~ &¢ 11/bd ct . 

¥-f:l.iheJ; OA.e ~ .t0 ~?/).~and 17 ~ TJi.v..e 
~ al6c £.e .6CJli,e ~ ·~. ;fg t;.".v.r>e .f.c g)z.e4t_;.~ rUJ.t t.c.tn. <M ct 

~·~· }un.e. 3~ ct 1982 •. Wfi4. h/4w ,4 a·£M.e/-·~ c/. ill .ti,., wfique_ 

•· •. SMl -~~ #hriti . .tJW,t,. VCJ,1"' al!, lm,eN and Lov.ed .tli.a:t haul?. fUJIQ Leµ ,u,. . . 
. . . . l'IM!f ~:ta l&fh#. Go~n, !!"26 4'ui Ju4 21, 790ft. .la Gotdd Clft;, ~-
.. '¥ mp:fh.e,.;. &JM• filCuu;anM. f~~· . TJuz. Pc.Uy,' .s had .eom1v .f.c /.lpruvi.. I'~ . 
hPn Olwi .iii a c.ov~.~n ~- C.td,{IR . .the pr.e.e 1wnu!4tead Lan.cl c/-~ ti; ,tk · 
ll.f.Ccvhulw.n.t. fl~.wtµ on.e cl,. n..liz.e c.p. ~ .chllM..en., med cf- whom di.ed <M 

~ Shi?. IJJIU> .tlw.. c~ ~n.e c"/- Otl6 ~ /cmUv. .tO hau~ .chllM..en. cf heA, ~wn. 
!Wt. /at)uvr. IJJIU> J.s~ Co~n,. a'~ w:i.d.ow= who .ca-. /A.om. Can.ad.a 

. . ·• 
i,dtJi h.4··.teiut c/- hug.e ~.c.q111.· .tO .loch f.c4 hJCll.h. ft/~ Poll.J; and J.saac 
~nvtln. ~ .and /iqme;shqrfadLoil¢: ~ .t.c .tk Pc1.b; f.wun. J«z=. ~ ~ 
'Die~ and woM,ed a.s a 49-'JM .. ':1124 ~ ht·:t.M··~ · Theij.·h.ad .6ix. 

~; l'loAlJ,. ·:;.a~ . s~, &1.LtJl, w.en., and Anzv. TJie.v lJe.111?. U"l?..ll{f f'-0011.o 1'10/U;, 
.flli,. . .o.f.ck4;t,. ""'1A. cnli; ai1.e. .t.c aftend ~ wi.;tfi. at.ou..t:. :t.111?.' µµJi ~ Th.en. ·.she 

1iizd. ~ .dtmj lwm.e :tA ~Al. on -0e-~ ' .. · . . . 
•.· ... '~~ ·.. i .·' . :·· .. , 

John. r .hn. ..U le= Jchan. "Ehn. .ln ·.-v 1.ol.et, a J.5rnaU. . .lo9-'Jb<r; camp M.aA- Gou.lrl G.:b; ~ 
• • I ' I ( , 

en S~ 15, 1 Ile~?. llL6' ilzc:f}uy,, iua.61 l'laAli lUb. lleAg. Ehn. She 1JJ1U> an. cll(2hnn. wh.o 
. ." .. ; .... : . ' , .. ·.. : . ·. ·.··'•! 

i..rM le= .i.n ~ F .i.n.f.tvu:L She. •·aj a ~an.t who .s=.ed h.en. mcnev- /;Lam .tM. .tUn.e 

~ bJU<I· ach.Ud .t.c £uv k ~a;/1;:~ ~ .ship .t.c :tlie ~ SW=. . 
· She, aJvr.W.ed n.eaAttj. de<St!ttrtp ,in. q. ~9-€· c.ot.L-,l:A!J, ·~to :t,p.eah. a ~ c/, 
CngUoh.. She wllh..ed a.s a; ..5~an..t o/...:tf!, .she ~ She .spahe. F ~h, .S~h1 
and ~h.. Shi?. Wl2d cn.fy. .ft. µ. 1q ~· . .f.c.ll w.t ~ a woman c/-~ ~WIM. 

. ~. ' .. - . . ·- .". ·' . 

and·~ 
. . . "'-- 7;.L~- ri:. ;;_ ,,_ · .... 1-C- • Stcck.h.olm s~ u.t Wad :faJhn. '.s fcz,uW/l. WU-6. r.''"""' Ull< _,.,... ne ~ '>'JN• .w. · . . 1 ... ,.,, ·· '·· . • , 

. J.L' .nf,; .·. f;.ml·/,; _;,,., /:,..e,·-l-,.:.J.f--;;A ·and ()tie .dCJl':o ,fl.e wa.Q ;.,rinnimii;.;;.,;,,,;e 
~ c,....,, .sen .w. a 1'.""''........,,.. ~~ ~·· .. ~"""""" . . . . . ~"'."'..,,..~ 
·. ""·•-'•n .. l:n {'/,- ~L.'-C {Ju.' ·;at .f.h& ' .. ·· f J;...,.f-nnn {J . the~ in'~. n·.P:.",,f.J;.,'f',. 
a ··~~ acu.u..,. .· ~~,-·· : .... ~ c,- 1-"~~., . (I. . '13 ~'.1-e; ~~ 
· ... _, __ ._ ... _·:..nl.·:.";..;, -.. ·. ,,. fhe· ·.· .. af- ,_,,.. __ ~ lie. wr:u·~.f.a 
~ m.<N<.. • ....,.~""'."'Y bJM n,un ~ .. ~ . ~.., . . . ... ··. '., '" .. ·· ·.·.· 

:!~ ;:Zsi!~~~up~~t:i::::: ::~ zr~~ 
·· I'/~ 8~ TMJ; ~ and /u,~~i#id# a /.(vvn. tif!4/I. ~u/4 Ci.ti;. TAel; lipd :O!i' .SOM 
. • ., .. · ·· . · . . · '· ·.•.. ··" · : .. · •··.. ;:t,oaL. · . . · :•'' · · . . . 

.. ·· (in# ¢tie.~ tJ~, F~ 0~ J..phn.1 /l~f,o,~. and 11tuuz. ,•(ri. "f:</i.,tiCJT1 

.-.~.:ZQ°:F~·=~:~~:~::t~~~· 
.suJ.le;Wu; kz.om ;_ ~·. de/JM1n{.ti.1, .<Uld the '1.e.dulting. ~M .tJd. ~~juat(i; 



rar;e c 

kf,tted IWn. lie~ n..ecvrJ:y. ..six. and a haf/ /.eet. .ta.U. and known f.o,,;·/ili, ~kt. 

a6 /ili, health. /ailed 'j;:Jhn. CM JA. . /J<1,d f-=.ced .to cVwf2 otd o.f- .6dwat. .to help. h.{..c , 
. . . . . . . I 

q;/,Unf} /at1wz.. lie had on,&; ai.oµ,t. £:& M1feni:h. fPUJde erb1cat.ian £ermr~e of- ;th,i,l,, ' 

· [he GotU;on and ·Dv:i .f=M w<VU?. 'tea/I. Goulc/. CJ..tv. wh.Lch. i.4 .in. f/cu;/Wuu.r f.oun4; on 
·· .the/}pfZl!A. 'l'~ of.~ J.t. wru. a~, i.4o.f..ah?d =l//JlUlhli.J; wluvt.e. =MlJ 

/aJnUi; hJuw .t:Jie o.tJi.eA. ~ V.!VUJ wd£. . ' . ' ' . 
. · .. fliJJii; ~.ta. w.t:/ieA. lhn. and ·'j;:Jhn. Ehn. 'j.Jt. bJ.e/1£ l/llJ/VLle.d on fWr-U 2, 1021 when 

·.~he ·"'1:1.6. ~.i'<teen aJl(f he W124. ~-.t:Jvr.ee. TIW; "1ell.f. .to bXJll.k. a.t. a~ 
. al«c,(, t a.t. once. Th.e .ecvt.lg. V.wt.6 of. .t:1uWt. ~ l<R2<I ~ .in. ~ and 

/µ/114g. £ut p/ui. had~ {-Wt kaA.in<; ~GI> a -1>i.&li.ae ~.he WO 

a ~ll .fioV- and lllDJLe cud =114 .o/. h.i.6 .ti.m.e. l<lti.6 .6p.en.f. on :l;Ji,U .occupa.t.lon. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Thiif. IROde a .fA1p .to FJ...o# · wheA.e hid tAn.tlwr. 'j;:Jd had. lllDV.ed. · T'MA.e he . . . 

tecQ111e ~ wWi. a ~ lUJJll,et/. Snake )ahM.on, an. =~.ict. who /,;ra9yed .o/,. 

'kUl,i.nJ; '6.eU~ qi.en. T~ ~and -6ha.t. alfigainM an.cf.~ .in. .the Fhni.da 
Eu~ /,=. f4Wr. hide(;~ f'l"M ~ .6'Un and dAetch .the hi.de;, and :the .. .. 

. . . . ' . 
v~ l<R2<I v:.eizg pNJµtatl.e, lloweu.e;r, .theg. '6lX!ll Lecanie a/AL:l.ld .t1uit. Snah.e 'j;:Jhn.'6on 

~ kU,l ~ .t:Do, and 40 t1U?Jj g.o.t. ou.t. .of. .the aU1.t;af,wt and '6nahe ~"' 
and ~ in fl.lch1..tµut. 6/hen. .t1ie S.ta.t.e o/. f'IJ. c"'f 9an 41:.rvz.t.ed a f.on.ce. .o.f-~ 

~.cai:di. anJ.ma& ~ on .li.ue-1>tock 'j;:Jhn. MU hiAed. 11..e w~ f-= .the 
S.ta.t.e o/ l'lLc.hi.gan /.Q/l. af.ou.t.. 10 !l.e.aA-6 and .then Wt?J2.t .to woM .fo/l. :the F .e.deAo,l 

i3wz.eau o/- iJl.olo~ SUA.Vei.f wh.Lch. ai.-l>o /Wied ~ .to iAap an.Unah :.iu.cA a.6 

wo.iuM, coyof.e.t., . &Jt.cafA, and £.eoM w/UJ;li. kUf. J.i.v~i.ock. . lJwUn.r; the yea.M. )Ji. 

· /IJ.LcJW;att he £egan ~ .o.t:hM. ~ .a.6 a ~.aloru; i.tUh. btaf2rWu; 
.!eav~ mi.AA, et.c /a/I. f.he.iA /.wt. /lld new -jo.&. i.tUh. .the F .edvt.a,l gov~ Ud. .to 
lllOJUJ bwrw~ M P:,hri ~ a iAo~/u;o.t.eA pvt .th.e ~ ~ :lJUvu,o.. 
/eAA-ed wliewzutM- a £.Lr; f"!-Dti.i?.m: needed .60i.v~ .& wo:Med .in. .6eveMJl. ~.ta.~ • . 

· f'l<VllJ- and 'j;:Jhn. b.a4 a lw~ · MV'.eAJ:J.l .t.en.U, . and a pon-d 4=1<. f'lod .of .f1.i.e. 
,ti.Ju ;tJw; LW.ed .in. ~ rWj6 .j,n~feqd o~ ·~ MU.de f.ecau~e .tll£Jf wrvte (l!Wi.Ju; OADl.µU]. 

. -60 nuu:Jz. l3y, .fN.A .tUn,e JM.ii hpd /fU/t.~i U;tf.oad l3df., ~ . .in. 19~4, 4'tfi6.e, 
}ov-, l.oJ1J1. .in. 1926, lolVl<lin.e Ann., i3oJ1J1. in, 1930, and Ro~ l,oJIJI. .in. 1937, 

'John. c.on.t.Uµi.ed f.o Mv~ !#· ~f} COUJZ.6.e.6 f.o/l. /1JA. ~· lf.e ,..U,4 ,colttrim.-1> 

/.o/l. 4eV~ ~ · ~~ lie ,.,;µ,i.e. and f2""U JMr/. 6 fiaqk-1> Im ~ .wh.lfh 
.. Jw. .4041. .tNw. .the maU .atpdrJ ,,,µI. ~, ~:00'!¥6• aJUi .o.tlwr. ~· ~· 

. Jn· J9¥J 'j;:Jhn. co~ a -6plnal ~ii whli:J.· .rn1U>Ptl. ~ ~ f1!U!':• 
J.t. waJ lm(u7-1>~lf.le .f-cn hi.Ill .to do .the ~ and h.eav-v. pack ~ n~e(led ill 

. · ~ .The ihd.oM 1.o:U /Um he wouf4 ~ neveA. JLe,COIT.e/l. andlD l!-ir.e, l,.n. a 

l"'fMI ~ ~ 'j;:Jhn. .and fYl(IAJJ .f.oo~ i,.n. MV~ .6.ta.t.el, £µ.t ~ r;Je9Jr;Jed qn . 

Sou.tluwt CaUf11=i.a. . They nUJv.ed .to SUit Valley., (th.en. ~ P.r.J.6Cne.) ·J.n, l'Jq;tph of. 1941. 



·~J 

'!ii.t>..g. · toiu;Af. a vdcanf. Loi:. and £.et;an. &u i ldUu; a hciue. Bef..o;z,e. .the hcUM-, wa6 ~lied 
~pU ~ ~pplJv; .to Mk J./.. U "1M.e /=- /l.eJt-t and .tluu; JteaU.zed .tluvie Wtt6 a tpi-ea.t 

nettd of. hcuWu; J.n. .the a;z,ea duR. .to .th.e. ~n.ilu; tWt.cA.a/-f:. ~ They c/4cided 

:ta W)1d iWd:al. un.:lU .i.n~tead of- .th.e .i.to~ .t1w; had o~ pfarin.ed on. hcvi.ru;< 
· A6 .tkv ,needed mnll.lftj ·f.ciz i.h.e .ccMtJtuc;ti.qn &c.t:A l'livuJt. atid J.oM w.eni:. .to =ttk .in 

. fAe. -~ -~ TheJ; 4Ut flU1nV- o/- .t1uWt. ~ bllih. fM. h.dp of- .the.iA. 
~- dt:UiU; .the. al;b1al. .ccMbw.cti.on ~~. TheJ; al.Jo nuiv.ed ht hotJ.C.eo 

. /4DrR iJui. OA€'1.dWud fan ~ .th.e. ·tWtµ;eld. Jn all .tlw; ~ rt.e.aA.iJ;. 100 

. . ~; lictJ.6M~ .{.wtit&heil. itaalM, de. J.oM . tjuU. hL6 ],ct. at Lociked a/.f;RA. a 

· · .. •.~- D)f. <W tat. .th.e .dmUn. tif. b!Q~ Jiir;.At hiiibu a dag. and .th.en-~ many. nu:vi.e 

hawi.6 a dag. ~ a he.ad ecndltian.. l'ION) and J.oM Jt.01t .th.Wt. ~. The Old 
T~ lpdg,e, {.ciz 40 ~ WUh .t.lueJA; ~ h.dp.. They Uv.ed .to .6.ee 20 
-~ and 17 ~~ J.oM lhn. WQ.6. a l1U1l1. of. ~ ~­
atl.pn opd -~ pn.ide in. hL6 ~ 11.e. wa.d al.6c a ~ Uwu.;Mfett and Lov.ed 

.t.elN;. a~ 11.e .dt.vd.ed ~ .in ~- di;f.R. <M putlici.fv. /.o11. h.L6 
~ .an:d. iLeitta1. ~.·i.Jd· .ccn.t.iJuuui, U &eca116e he Lov.ed .th.e aften..t.Wn 

and .t..eiJu; .ccMi.d.ell.ed wi.Up.t.e. whJ.c.h h.e IJCU>! /l.e £u.i.fi:. hurµ. ~ .d.fatu.M M a 

/IU!llWlt.i..al .to hL6 bJi./-e and ~. u.6hig. .t.lueiA; face.5 and lUJJ1l.e/J f.c11. · hL6 C4eati.oM. 

11.e .M.denzlled a Ju.up:; uni.cp.w. llUU>el/l1I. ccllect..i.on of. w.e4fett.n oddi.tle.d• 11.e Mi.d WtLiJ:;ten.. 

aku.t in. mon.v-~· A (2-'ICg/WJll o:i. puf.li.c i'..elev.i&i.on tJa.6 a&ou.t !..Un. 11.e l.& m.en..t.- · 
h:rnM. J.n. . .&.cck.d on f.c.& aM:. M_ a ~ l1nuvz..ic.an. Falk- Af:.tLM:. /{U, l'lai.£1-PiUMlUJJl 

Juu, .t.e.=. IU.ed M a -62.W.ru; f.c11. .6i?Uvtal llUJV.Le-6 and .telev.iM.on {'JtC~· 

/'lam; Go"'l-"n thn. wa& a inu.di mo= pt-i.uate and /te.6.e!W.ed peMOn. Jn hen. oWn. 
wag. .dM bJll.d .j.iu.i:. M ~ M J.oM. She 11.aW.ed /uvr. /.anzUv. undeJt vM.J/ buj-lnt; 

.ccndi.ti.oM and a.iwru,µ . .cciAA.i...ed a i.aft.t;.e oioJrJie.oad. Sh.e af.iuruµ .tA.L.ed .to dn hett t..eoi:.. 
II.ell.. v~ on Uf-e WM a.lwru,µ /Wu/.. and .she.. had llUJJ'!f ~. Sh.e .lov.ed .to dn 

.t.h.ln.g-6. f.ciz peep.le. y.-i.v.e .them .little iJi.l.t-4 I' kelp .th.em in. man.t; ~· fJhen. .dhe bJll.d 

v-o~ .dhe l..ov.ed .to .C.OOk lutg-e ~ .evl?A{f <:/OJ; {.ciz luvr. .f.omi;1,v., ~. .eRtpiuv-ee.s. 
Sh.e lovui peopU. and fU!Oj>le lbti.ed hen;. Sh.e Lov.ed colb11., hen. ycvtil. WM tull· 'at -~ 
and. !Wr., hhuM. WM f.ull of. £AJ..gM. ~, {-wuU.:twt.e, M.i..dJma.cM,. 11.M, hohut. ~ a . 

W# and ~ pliJ.cR. /Q11. ~ and .f.a;nUiJ lo .ccm.e l:.ci. She WM a 1.liiJ.iJi.g. and. 

i:.aWUUjeDU.d iwmmi l:eiJu;. we~ 4/iaU ~ m.iM ~ . . . . 

P,/ui {#t di..ed. ~ 26, 1981, af-te;r. ~ h.L6 hip., ·of. heiiA.:t. .f.ai.l.iiM. · 11.e wM 81,.. 

/ii®; Dm dilJ l/pAll 2,i98l,o/- a ~ of. heipr,t rdio.ek..d; oil. .th.Wz. t1i1M: Qnn.h;~. 
. . . T •. . 

Sh.e wrU; 7h·. . . · . . . · · 
thi-6 (U1.dud. ~ one t:if-. ih.e ~.e JJ-u11ar,. ~· J.oM niade and . .SO'f"!­

pi.e~l.J. of. 1'lam; '.d lti.uj..e. c.o.duirr.i ~- .colleci:.L6n. Ill.Ni a ~ .to1wi. ;,n. 'tJi.d,t · 
60.th. (J~ lfuW~ and a c.ati.d µa;,, ~ ~-and ~ a lui.l..duiach. 
/.JUirtt ·.tJ+eui. Mme. lJe hcp.e ~ /-W ~ kelp k.el![> .diu,;_ lllRJitOIU,f aliire in: ydwl • 
heaA:t. 'Jn .thL6 waij lJwj .d.t..i.1.L .li.ue a.6 a fUV!l:- cf. 11..d ail, .the.iA. ~ and 

~, ev.e/U~ne i:.luit lvt.ew and lov.ed. .th.im. 
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Happy trails lead to 
Old Trapper's Lodge 
ff.SQ Ndif 

UNKNOWN 
L.A. 
David Colker 

A 

I magine a drive through. the 
lo\v-tech industrial and 
warehouse area north of 
Burbank Airport. You make 

yoi.ir v.•ay along San Fernando 
Road, hardly noticing the 
nondescript buildings along the 
route. And then, casually, you 
look to one side of the road to 
suddenly see, nestled into a srna'll 
grove of trees, huge statues 
depicting blood-stained Indian 
fighters, rugged pioneers gazing 
to\vards the horizon and dance.­
hall girls! 

No, Rod Serling isn't in the 
passenger seat. You have 
happened upon Old Trapper's 
Lodge, one of the finest and n1ost 
eccentric folk art nlonuments in 
the ar'ea. The incredible statues 
out front of the two-story \vood 

., and stucco office - v.1hich was 
'5. built to resen1ble a hunting lodge 
~ - are the the. work of the late l John HenrY Ehn, known to 
-c everybody (but his 'Vife, who 
~ insisted on calling him'Johnl as 
" the Old Trapper, or simply O.T. j Born in 1807 in upper 

Michigan, Q.T. spent' several 
~ ::= years as an animal trap.per. He 

houses and the "lodge" office at 
the corner of San Fernando 
Road and Keinvick Street. 

.-\I though the business grew 
successful, O.T: longed for the 
\\"ilderness and in 19~ he hired a 
sculptor to create a life-size 
likeness.of hin1, in his trapper's 
outfit, to.place out in front of the 
office. · 

Q.T. liked the statue, but after 
watching the sculptor he figured 
he could do just as well. Using 
his fan1i!Y n1en1bers for n1odels 
he built statues in the yard to 
con1n1en1orate the spirit of the 
Old \\'est. 

His \Vife, l\Iary, was the 
inspiration behind "Pioneer 
\Vornan"; h.is daughter, 
Rosen1arie (who now runs the 
business) became "Two Gun 
Rosie." He depicted a bloody 
fight to the death bet\veen 
"Peg leg Smith" and "Big Bear" 
in a large statue enl,itled "Mighty 
An1ericans." . 

But he didn't stop with 
statues. He hauled out 
thousands of artifacts fron1 his 
trapper days - antlers, pots and 
pans. lanterns, hats, tools, 
sno\\'shoes, guns, horseshoes and· 
countless knickknacks- to 
n1ake giant CollageS and displays. 

He proudly lorded over it all 
until his death in 1981. 

$tatue called "Pioneer Woman" by John Henry Ehn presides outside 
the Old Trapper's Lodge at San Fernando Road and Keswick Street. 

moved his fa1nily West in the 
19l!D's and built small rental 

0.T. did live long enough to 
ha\·e his work recognized by the 
State Historical Resources 
Con1n1ission as a California 
Historical Landmark. 

. ' ,, .. 

'CAt.i FORNiR .STATE HisroRic J.RN:DHARK * q3q " .;r:._. 

"OJ.;[) TBRPP£RS l..O~G-£11 is ON/; OF T£N, 20th C/fNTURy Fo1.K ART, ! ~ 
J:NViRON/11:-Nr.s IN AJ.iFORNiR TOJ3t= HONORJ;:J> WiTH 5TRr£ HISTOIUC 
'-:ANJ)Mtfl/~K §.TRff,JS, J.RRG:,£J.Y, TH~oUGH TfJE £rFoRrs oF "sPecEs." 

.!:--,_·::~;: :3~·1f ··:~~~~~fR~~:t~~~,r~~::.\~r>:>:\;·?·~ \ , .. -~:.:: -·~-~., -~':·~t:ij~-~~~-t:~i~~~:/·· ·: · .... ·;-.... . _, ~ · ·· .. 



"John Ehn beside frontier-day statue of on Indian and a white man in hand-to-hand fight. 
Times photo by Bruce Cox 

OLD TRAPPER KEEPS TRAPPINGS 

·Woodsman Blazes City Life 
BY CHARLES HILLINGER 

Times Staff Writer 

John (Old Trapper) Ehn gave up the woods and 
moved to the city. · 
. But you would never know it. 

Ehn, 78, ·owns and operates the Old Trapper's 
Lodge in Sun Valley-a collection of 150 !ow-in­
come rental units on 64 Jots. 

The rentals are. hidden behind towering pepper 
and eucalyptus trees, behind bigger-than-life 
statues, huge totem poles and dozens of headstones 
on a weed:choked half acre. 

Pelts, horns, traps, snoWshoes, old boots, guns, 
knives, trap Jines, antlers, rusted tools and hun­
dreds of other miscellaneous items from his days in 
the. woods of northern Michigan adorn the trees 
and rustic three~story cabinlike entrance to the 
lodge. • · 

Ehn, who bears a resemblance to Buffalo Bill 
with his flowing white. hair and silver goatee, 
created the large frontier-days statues. 

·He scrawled inscriptions on his headstones and 
draped the trees and front of his place with memo­
ries of his years in the woods. 

"It's what I carried in the back of my mind all 
my life,'' he explained. "What I had to do to ex­
press my feelings about things. 

"! feel at home here. Feel like I never left the 
woods . .. '1 

Would-be trappers throughout the country to 
this day subscribe to Ehn.'s correspondence courses 
on th.e art of trapping and maintaining trap lines. 

For a half century Ehn trapped from Mexico to 
the Canadian border with his headquarters on the 
Michigan Peninsula. 

"The government kept importing me from my 
home grounds to do special jobs like trapping the' 
big wolves that came into Arizona from old Mexi­
co,11 said Ehn, who always wears a fur vest" on war .. 
mer days and a fur coat on colder ones. 

'I savvy wolves,• he added. 
Ehn is of Swedish-Finnish extraction. His father 

was a trapper before him. 
One statue shows an Indian and a peg-leg white 

man Jocked in a fierce hand-to-hand struggle. Oth­
er statues have the faces of Ehn1s wife, Mary, and 
other members of his family. 

One statue shows a man with enornious feet 
lying in state on the ground. Six bullet holes riddle 
his chest. A headstone notes: "Here lies Big Foot 
Brown. Dirty Gerty shot him down." 

There's a statue to 11Lonesome George," a lifelong 
trapper friend, and headstones to ·characters like 
Rot Gut Riley, 'Big Nose Nell and Bad Water Bill. 
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